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SUIS NEWSLETTER
Shanghai United International School Hongqiao – Gubei Campus

Greetings From the Principals

Happy New Year and welcome to the first newsletter of 2019!

We are gearing up for the lunar new year and are getting prepared to welcome

in the Year of the Pig and say goodbye to the Year of the Dog. It is an exciting

time of year with families preparing for the upcoming Chinese New Year festivities.

Children have been busy in the lead up to our school celebration making lanterns

and learning about the historical significance of the special time of year.

We hope you are all staying warm and finding time to connect with people and

the world around you!

Clara Li and Karen Mathieson 

Vice principals, Co-Heads of Primary  

DATES TO NOTE

21st Jan
ASAP Concert 

22nd Jan
3A,3B,3C,3D Bowling Field Trip

23rd Jan
3E, 3F,3G,3H Bowling Field Trip

25th Jan
Chinese New Year 
Celebration Day

1st Feb
Last Day of 1st Semester

2nd Feb- 17th Feb  
Lunar New Year Holiday

18th Feb 
Return to School

HQ-Gubei offer an opportunity to enter a continuum of education from Primary through to the end of Secondary to 

prepare our children for placements in the very best universities in the world. 
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Chinese New Year Celebration
"After the day of Laba, the Chinese New Year is getting closer and
closer”, SUIS HongQiao EMW Stream will hold our annual Chinese New
Year Celebration on 25 January to celebrate the coming Year of the Pig.
Our whole campus will be filled with New Year elements. The Chinese
New Year Celebration is a whole-day celebration which will include
assemblies, performances, folk handicrafts and a traditional games
experience. We encourage all teachers and students to wear
traditional Chinese costumes, dress in red/ yellow or wear zodiac pig
elements to celebrate the Year of the Pig on that day. Let us look
forward to this wonderful Chinese New Year Celebration!
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Production Students One Day Workshop
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Our production students are working hard in

preparation for the upcoming 2019 school

production of Danny Champion of the World. To

enhance and build their dramatic skills, students

took part in a 1-day dramatic theatre course.

The day involved a series of activities designed

to allow the students freedom to express their

own ideas. Each activity was designed to create

a part of the final show in a way the students

could engage with and understand. The

students then took their ideas and turned them

into a story narrative about ghosts which used

the students' interest in ghosts to create a

narrative. Student were engaged throughout

and learnt a structured formula for devising

theatre based on very simplistic ideas.

Grade 4 students inquired into ----‘Different
Cultures, Beliefs and Traditions are Expressed
Through a Variety of Festivals and Arts. We
learned about cultures from different places
and countries; understood the meaning behind
different festivals and the interesting way to
celebrate them. Chinese culture is extensive
and profound. Through the wonderful speech

by Daisy's (黄韵元) father from Class 4A, we
have a deeper understanding of China with a
long history, and we also know about some
interesting things that happened to many
famous people in history.

Production Students One Day 

Workshop

Guest Speaker
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The Grade One students presented a fantastic winter

celebration concert in December, with a variety of

joyous festive songs and upbeat dances which had

everyone in the audience feeling groovy. Our

students looked splendid in their marvelous outfits

and created a sensational stage atmosphere as

they delighted everyone with their singing and

dancing skills. The students worked exceptionally

hard with their wonderful music teacher, Ms Amy,

over several weeks in preparation for their show, and

each student demonstrated tremendous

commitment, enthusiasm and appreciation for

music and movement. Together with the support of

an outstanding team of Grade One teachers, the

concert was a great success and a brilliant

culmination of the students’ dedication to learning

and developing their performance skills. It was a

beautiful sight to see every child sparkle on the stage,

much to the adoring pride of their parents and

teachers alike. We would like to thank all our SUIS

parents and family members for attending our

concert as it was definitely one of the main highlights

for the students to see their parents in the audience!
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The SUIS Strings played their first performance of the school year at the Winter

Celebration Assembly. Their program included new repertoire such as “Back Rock’s”

by Bach – an upbeat, exciting piece of music with a characteristically Baroque sound

but with an added modern edge to it, Tchaikovsky’s famous “1812” with its renowned

and memorable melodies as well as Beethoven’s “Ode to Joy” which is a most

beloved and fitting piece of music to celebrate joyous festivities. The string players are

a group of bright and gifted young musicians who are dedicated to playing and

learning music, and who consistently demonstrate admirable commitment to their

weekly rehearsals after school under the directorship of our lower primary music

teacher Ms Amy. The concertmasters are Minnie Han in 5B on first violin leading the

violin section with Elaine Tan in 5F on cello leading the cello section, supported by the

rest of the string members, Justin Jiang in 5E, Mia Wang in 5F, Lucas Chow in 5B, Naomi

in 5B, Rainbow Pan in 5F, Tiffany Jin in 4B and Joyan Chang in 3D.



From December 13 to 15, the SUIS Gubei musical production of The
Addams Family was received with overwhelming accolades from
students, parents, and community members. An adaptation of both the
musicals produced on Broadway and in the UK, The Addams Family
was an ambitious project that showcased student leadership under the
careful direction of the Head of Music & Movement, Vanessa Medécin.

A story about family values, honesty, love, and the concept of “relative
weirdness,” the revised script brought forth the famously macabre
humour of The Addams Family to tell a Romeo-and-Juliet-style tale with
a much happier ending.

Scan the 

QR code to 

follow the 

official SUIS 

GB Wechat

account.

The Addams Family: Love, Honesty and Relative Weirdness

With a cast and crew of nearly one hundred students, the stage
showcased the brilliant acting, singing, and dancing of gifted students
selected from our “East Meets West” Music & Movement, GCSE and IB
music programmes. G12 music students, Kevin Li and Dora Zhou, were
tasked with conducting the outstanding SUIS Gubei pit orchestra and
re-arranging the musical score. Set design, animated backdrops, film
sequences, lighting and sound effects, props, costumes, and make-up
designs were are all conceived of and realised by students from both
junior and senior schools.

Keeping in line with SUIS Gubei’s proven track record of offers from the
best music schools around the world, some of the cast members have
elected a post-secondary major in music or musical theatre at
institutions including Berklee College of Music, Royal College of Music,
Guildhall School of Music and Drama, École Normale de Musique de
Paris, Boston Conservatory, Bard College, The New School, and have
most recently auditioned for composition at The Juilliard School and the
University of Michigan.

The Addams Family is the latest addition to the growing catalogue of
high-level performances and passion for the arts that animates the SUIS
Gubei campus. Preparations for the next musical are already underway
and will be met with the same degree of excellence that is becoming
synonymous with our Performing Arts programme from our community
of brilliant learners.


