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SUIS NEWSLETTER
Shanghai United International School Hongqiao – Gubei Campus

From the Principals

Dear Parents,

We hope everyone enjoyed the Qingming holiday and spent quality time with your 

families! 

We are in the midst of some exciting units of inquiry, including our Grade Five PYP

Exhibition (the culmination of student learning in the PYP). This newsletter issue is an

exploration of inquiry in the PYP so all parents can see how inquiry starts with a

question. You will see how these questions from students help drive inquiries and

develop our learners into critical thinkers. This issue also includes an overview of

Chinese inquiries and Unit Four overviews from each grade level.

This past week saw parents, Grade Three students and teachers involved in

mindfulness workshops, training and information sessions. We will be looking at ways

to bring this into our daily lives in the coming months and next school year!

In other news, we have joined up with TEC (The Expatriate Center) which is a non-

profit organization dedicated to connecting families in Shanghai. They provide a

range of services and opportunities for schools and families to support, for example,

relocating back to China or families new to China. We will send out further

information on TEC and events that are held by TEC through email or PSG reps.

We hope you enjoy the weekend! 

Clara Li and Karen Mathieson 
Vice principals, Co-Heads of Primary  

DATES TO NOTE

15th April

Parents Workshop Morning

24th April

PR+G1 Sports Day

25th April

G3 Concert

27th April – 5th May

Labor Day Holiday 

HQ-Gubei offer an opportunity to enter a continuum of education from Primary through to the end of Secondary to 

prepare our children for placements in the very best universities in the world. 
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What is inquiry and how does it support our students in becoming agents of their own learning?

In our IB Primary Years Programme teachers carefully prepare units of inquiry, embedding

curriculum content knowledge with important skills necessary for students to succeed.

Inquiry is purposeful and authentic. It incorporates problem solving and supports students in

achieving personal and shared goals. Inquiry extends students’ learning when the exploration

of initial curiosity generates new questions and wonderings. By situating inquiry in meaningful

contexts, connections are made between personal experiences to local and global

opportunities and challenges. (IB PYP: From Principles into Practice)

The questions that students have help drive the inquiries in our classrooms. Students are guided

and able to find out the answers to their questions. Sometimes, students might take questions

home to investigate with family members.

What Can Parents do to Support Inquiry at Home?

Parents are encouraged to allow time to explore the world around them. This could mean

taking walks in parks or around Shanghai. Listening to the questions students ask and then trying

to help them find the answers. Knowing what students are learning in school will guide parents

to support and extend learning. For example, in Grade 3, in their unit of inquiry on Transportation

systems help society development parents could let their children utilize a metro/bus map or

app and plan out a day in Shanghai. It could be extended as families travel around China and

the world as well.

Utilizing museums and galleries can support further learning and allow students to find answers

to their questions. Video calls with family around the world could take on new meaning as

children ask questions related to what they are learning at school to develop deeper

perspectives.

In the following images and text, you can see what kinds of questions our students want to

inquire into, from PR to Grade 5.

In PR, students are inquiring into Basic needs secure 
the growth of living things The following are a few 
questions generated by students: 

How do earthworms live? How do animals think 
about how to make their homes? How do snails 
breathe?

Is Earth a living thing? - the reason this student asked 
was that she thought about how living things live on 
this earth.

How do insects breathe? How do birds make nests? 
How do cheetahs run fast?
Amazing questions from our youngest learners in the
school! Some of these questions will form an inquiry
as they look for the answers. Teachers are going to
utilize the upcoming field trip to the Zoo to ask an
expert some of the questions while others will be
done through classroom research and investigations.

Our Grade One students are investigating

Reducing, reusing and recycling help us 

to be responsible for the environment. 一
An amazing unit for inquiry-based learning. 

Students asked questions such as

How much trash does our school create? 

Can we recycle it? 

Where does it go? 

Why can some trash not be recycled?
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In Grade Two students are inquiring into Evidence from the 
past reveals clues about life long ago.

Questions across such as: 

How can people in the past make tools to hunt or make 
clothes? Have there been big changes in the past and today? 

What can clue reveal in the past and future? 

How do people find old things? How did cavemen survive in 
the forest? 

Our Grade Threes are currently 
inquiring into Human bodies 
are made up of body systems 
that maintain life. 

The depth of questioning is 
found in these amazing 
questions on the post- it notes. 

In Grade Four students are 

inquiring into Trade occurs in 

the marketplace in order to 

meet people’s needs

The depth of thinking can be 

seen as student progress 

though the year levels as they 

make connections to the world 

they live in. 

Our Grade Fives are now conducting inquiries for their PYP Exhibition unit. This is a special
culmination of all of their learning in the PYP. Students decide on their own issue to inquire into.
Each group will be asking questions that arise from issues of importance to them. This final
experience is student led with teachers allowing for students to fully explore their inquiry
questions whilst utilizing all of the skills they have built up over their years in the PYP. These
issues range from these student-created central ideas which will explore diverse perspectives:

A Small Sample of this Year’s Diverse Central Ideas: 

Humans can take action to minimize over-packaging by making informed choices

Genetically modified plants can impact humans and the environment in many ways

Stress affects people’s health and behavior

Usage of devices can impact teenagers’ daily lives
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Materials, materials, materials: students in PR inquired about different
types of materials around them in this unit of inquiry on Properties of
materials determine their use. They looked at different properties of
materials, had a deeper understanding of the concepts of sink and
float as well as textures such as rough and smooth. Students came to
understand that certain properties are common in many materials. To
deepen their learning, students went on a trip to the Shanghai Glass
Museum. They saw how glass was formed and made into different
shapes and realized that not all glass is transparent. Students were able
to paint their own glass piggy bank to keep as a souvenir. We hope
they started making good use of the piggy bank! To sum up the
learning in this unit, students came up with their own design, chose
materials, created their own assemblage art and had a mini exhibition
across the grade. It was a success as students were able to present
their art and explain to others the reasons they chose certain materials.
We were all proud of our students.
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Grade 1 students visited the Chang Feng Ocean World as an 
introduction into our unit inquiring into the central idea: Living things are 
connected in many ways in our How the World Works theme.  Students 
were able to see what creatures live in the ocean habitat.  We saw 
seahorses, starfish and crabs. We also walked through the long tunnel 
and saw the sharks swimming above us!  This was a great provocation 
into our unit and sparked their interests into the inquiry.  

In our UOI lessons we have been
learning about living things, their
habitats, how they depend on
each other, and the similarities
and differences between them.
Many of our classrooms have
different habitat corners or trays

for us to learn about them and
ask questions as we inquire. We
are also writing about one
animal of our choice and
presenting to the class!
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Our unit of inquiry: Weather causes life on Earth to change is always a favorite with 

grade 2 students. Perhaps it is because the students readily understand the notion 

of weather — they see it every time they look out a window. They step out into it 

every day.  

Grade 2 students really enjoyed learning how

we measure the weather. They learned how to

measure temperature, which integrated nicely

with math lessons about thermometers. In

addition, they learned about other instruments

used to measure the weather such as the

anemometer, which measures wind speed.

Then, the students took their new knowledge to

the great outdoors! During a field trip to

Minhang Cultural Park, students practiced

measuring and recording temperatures and

wind speed in a variety of settings at the park.

We started by defining ‘weather’: What is it? 

What causes it to change? So the students 

enjoyed learning about the water cycle and 

demonstrating their understanding of it. We also 

inquired into the difference between weather 

and climate. 

Understanding these concepts requires an 

introduction to the Earth’s position as it revolves 

around the sun. Students learned how and why 

the weather varies in different regions of our 

planet. 

We are all fascinated by the power and fury of nature as seen in extreme

weather. Working in teams, Grade 2 students became experts on a chosen

type of extreme weather (hurricane, tornado, blizzard, etc.), and presented

their facts to other Grade 2 classes.

Last, but certainly not least, our Grade 2 students learned about how human

activity is affecting our planet and causing global warming. Around the world,

more young people are taking an active interest in this issue, so our students

learned about how they can help in their everyday lives.

Overall, this unit successfully roused curiosity and provoked inquiry！
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Grade 3 students thoroughly enjoyed all aspects of unit
four where they delved into the formation of landforms
around the world. Students showed their curiosity about
the changes that can be made to the physical features
of the earth by plate tectonics, the extraction of natural
resources and human interaction with landforms. Inquiry
was strong in each classroom and students created
questions based on landforms from every corner of the
globe.

The fieldtrip to Chen Shan Botanical Garden was
definitely the highlight. Students used all the knowledge
that they acquired and the questions they created to
analyze the physical features of the gardens. Among the
features of the garden that students enjoyed were the
quarry garden, green house, bridge, lake and waterfall.
A fantastic day was had by all, made even better by the
glorious sunshine.

Math’s week created great excitement amongst grade 3
students. Everyone was more than eager to take part in
the 24 point challenge which created a fantastic
atmosphere amongst students. After days of exciting
challenges, Jerry from 3H was the overall winner. As well
as this, students were given a chance to take the role of
an engineer with our math’s engineering challenges. It’s
true to say that great fun was had by all. We’re already
looking forward to math’s week next year.
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Grade 4 began our new unit, ‘Where we are in place and time: Human migration is

a response to challenges, risks and opportunities’ with some very interesting

provocations involving push and pull factors which lead to various types of

migrations around the world. The provocations were thought-provoking for the

students and led to some excellent questions about migration at the beginning of

the unit.

As the unit progressed, we explored migrations on a national and international

level, covering migrations in China, Syria, America, Australia, Ireland and many

other parts of the globe. We had an opportunity to explore maps and physical

features, and the challenges that can affect people who wish to migrate. This

integrated well with Mathematics as we explored coordinates, longitude / latitude

and scale on a map.

In week 5 of the migration unit, we had a really special treat when a grade 4

parent, Fernanda, came to speak to the whole grade about the different

migrations she has experienced. Her presentation was given a ‘10 out of 10’ by the

grade 4 students and teachers, who found her insights fascinating. A special thanks

to Fernanda for volunteering her time for the grade 4 students.

Unquestionably, the highlight of the unit was our field trip to the Shanghai Jewish

Migration Museum. We had an opportunity to inquire about the Jewish community

in Shanghai and how they came to migrate to Shanghai before World War 2.

The migration unit concluded with a very exciting group assessment where the

children made a presentation detailing a migration from any point in history. We

collaborated well throughout the unit and formed a deeper understanding of how

migrations affect communities, and the various reasons why people migrate.
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Grade 5 had an exciting fourth unit about sustainability
under the theme ‘Sharing the planet’. We were amazed
at the knowledge and actions that the students took by
the end of this unit.

Student Action: This unit one group has taken action in a
great way all across the school. Bill Kao, Justin Jiang,
Kevin Wang and Shirley Zhang, all hard working
members of 5E, took action by helping staff cut down
on paper waste. They have stationed ‘recycle trays’
next to all school photocopiers where they have
instructed and advised staff on how to recycle and
reuse old work worksheets instead of using plain unused
paper. They have also shown great commitment by
checking and refilling these ‘reuse’ trays nearly every
day so as to help encourage teachers to reduce the
amount of paper they are using while printing.

On March 22nd-24th Alice Sheng from 5c went to visit a rural school in Anhui province called,
`Jinchuan Central Primary School which is located in Shexian county. She went as part of a
charity walking group to raise funds for the school. Alice said, ‘The school was very old and
cold, almost crumbling, so the funds were much needed.’ After visiting the school, Alice
and 10 of her friends started their charity walk in the Huashan mountains.

Grade 5 students also spread awareness within the school community through presentation
in the assembly and shared their knowledge within their own grade by Ted talk presentation.
Students created rap songs related to sustainability in music class.

Field Trip: Grade 5s had a chance to go on a field trip to Canature Water Group Shanghai
and gained knowledge regarding the water treatment and the entire cycle of the earth’s
largest and most important single resource. They realized how water bodies can be polluted
by a wide variety of substances, and how the effects can be catastrophic, depending
on the kind of chemicals and concentrations of the pollutants.

Throughout the unit, students were actively engaged in the process of inquiry. We are
looking forward to the exhibition when they will undertake their own inquiries and
demonstrate their understanding by applying their knowledge and taking action for a
better world.
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Over the past two weeks, during the Curriculum

Open Days for the first and second grade of the

East Meets West stream, the Chinese Culture Inquiry

Exhibition of the two grades was also held. The

children of Grade One and Two made a creative

display showing their cultural explorations of rice,

clouds and rain, sharing the fun of learning with their

parents and other students.

G1&G2 Chinese Culture Inquiry Exhibition

On Tuesday, 2 April, the

Grade One Exhibition was held

in the hall of the Lion Building

where students deepened their

exploration of their food system

unit of inquiry. They chose the

important staple food rice,

shared their existing knowledge

and asked questions about it.

Based on their questions, they

explored the appearance of

various kinds of rice through

observations and comparison,

and furthermore were

encouraged to display their

exploration results in different

ways. Some chose to make rice

plates with writing and drawing

on; some chose to design riddles about rice and so on. Then, combining the

important concept of connection, the students explored connection between rice

and Chinese language as well as our daily life and the food culture derived from it.

They presented their understanding of pictographic characters with rice radical in

the form of a rotating table and also made realistic metric food with clay creatively.

After that, the students also focused on the key concept of responsibility. They not

only ate all the food up by themselves, but also encouraged their friends around

them to join in though their handmade bookmarks and video initiative. Some

parents told us on the day that they were very happy to see a lot of responsible

actions happening at home.
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On Wednesday 10 April, the Grade Two Cloud and Rain Culture Inquiry Exhibition was held. In
the weather themed unit, the children focused on the important celestial features in ancient
Chinese meteorology and the important literary and cultural images Cloud and Rain in Chinese
culture.

First the students read the myth of Pangu and
then they compared the formation of clouds and rain
in this myth, to the scientific facts learned in their unit
of inquiry. Driven by the important concept causation,
the children further inquired into the agricultural
society phenomenon of depending on the weather in
ancient China and the worshipping of rain as a result.
Then, focusing on the important concept form, the
students explored the cultural forms of cloud and rain,
such as auspicious cloud patterns and rain poems in
the Chinese language, as well as figurative language
related to rain. On the day of the exhibition, the hall of
the Lion Building was full of creative umbrellas. The
children showed their understanding and exploration
of cloud and rain in a variety of creative ways.

A lot of parents expressed their delight to see their
children's Culture Inquiry Exhibition. The Culture Inquiry
Exhibition of our grade 3, 4 and 5 will be launched in

May and June, let's look forward to it!
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On March 25th and 26th Grades 3,4 and 5 had a

very special storytelling experience. Megan Hicks,

a storyteller who tells stories using origami, got the

students excited through interactive storytelling.

Students had the opportunity to learn some

origami through stories and fold their own papers

along with Megan.

What made this event even more valuable was

the strong connections between the storyteller’s

program and our units of inquiry or English topics.

Grade 3 listened to Myth and legend stories,

which connected with our new English unit. Grade

4 not only had storytelling, but also an

entrepreneurship workshop, co-led by Megan and

Sonia Zivkovic, with ideas about how to ‘think

outside the box’ and use origami for innovative

products. Grade 5 listened to stories about issues

that would inspire them to take action and help

them to think about stories as a vehicle to share

important issues, which they can use as they

prepare for exhibition.

Our students had a wonderful time, enjoying

stories and learning some new skills.

Additionally, some of our teachers attended a

teacher workshop focused on using origami as a

tool for learning in many subject areas. So watch

out for more origami based activities coming

home with your children in the near future!
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SUIS HQ boys basketball team took part in the SSSA

tournament in ShangYin Campus on 23rd March. Our team

was placed into a group of high quality teams. We easily

defeated YK Pao School, but unfortunately we lost to

Shanghai High School International Division. The third game in

our group was against Soong Ching Ling School and with a

win we would make it into the semifinals. Our kids did a good

job and we pulled out a victory by one point. Our kids played

their best man on man defense of the season, used four

different offense tactics, and rebounded well to defeat Kang

Chiao International School in the semifinal and SUIS Pudong in

the final. Students won their first championship. The victory has

been one that the boys have worked hard to achieve

because in their heart there are no superheroes, only team-

work exists. Let’s look forward to our next tournament on our

campus on 11th May.

On 23 March SUIS Hongqiao hosted the SSSA U11 Girl’s

football tournaments. 8 teams were invited from various

international schools around Shanghai. The girls ‘A` team

came away victorious having beaten a very good SUIS

Shangyin team in the final after a penalty shootout. The

hero of the hour was Abigail Cai who saved the deciding

penalty to ensure the victory.

One week later on 30 March it was the boys under 11 teams

turn to represent SUIS Hongqiao. The `A’ team went to SUIS

Pudong for their tournament. Once again the boys came

away victorious beating SUIS Shangyin 1-0 in their final.

Gustave was voted the player of the tournament. At the

same time we hosted a `B’ team tournament here at

Hongqiao. Our `B’ team was beaten in the final by Nord

Anglia Chinese International School, this after drawing 2-2 in

their group game.

The boys and girls of Hongqiao represent their school in a

fantastic way and should be praised for their conduct

during our tournaments.

It was our first time to join the badminton

tournament at Lychee Francais de Shanghai.

Channing won the third place after an intense

battle with the second place winner in a close final

score of 15 to 12.

On Saturday 30 March, our school organized a

badminton team to participate in the SSSA

badminton singles competition held by Lychee

Francais de Shanghai. Six students participated in

the competition: Danil SUPRYAGA, Winnie WANG,

Channing BAO and Renne LOU from grade 5D;

Abbie LIU and Happy LI from grade 5C. Everyone

showed a high level of sportsmanship and quickly

adapted to the competition rule and entered the

competition condition. In the end, Channing BAO

made it all the way from round robin and

elimination to finish third in the final 15-12. I also

would like to thank Channing’s Dad (National

badminton level one referee certificate) for his

professional support during the tournament.



The SUIS GB University Fair last month was a resounding success! With a
high level of maturity and decorum, parents, students, and university
representatives engaged in open dialogue with one another as they all
sought the right university for the right student.

The opening workshops for parents and students provided valuable
insights for attendees in a range of topics. One of the best-attended
workshops was “The Application Process at University of Cambridge”
presented by Ms Claire Canning, the International Deputy Student
Recruitment Manager for the University of Cambridge.

Scan the 

QR code to 

follow the 

official SUIS 

GB Wechat

account.

Outstanding Offers from Stanford, Ivys, and Julliard

Momentum with university offers at SUIS Gubei continues to build as brilliant learners receive our historic first Ivy League
offers from Dartmouth and the University of Pennsylvania, as well as from Stanford.

Under the school leadership and particularly the Director of Studies, Mrs Hirshall, and the tireless support of our
professional, in-house University Guidance team, these offers are a direct result of the depth of brilliant education our
campus has to offer. Our focus on holistic education and building a balanced and well-rounded lifelong learner ensures
not only success at the secondary school level, but clearly nets results in offers from top universities.

The SUIS Gubei campus is no stranger to the world’s premier post-secondary Music & Arts institutions either with offers from
the School of Visual Arts, Parsons (The New School), Berklee College of Music, Pratt Institute, Royal College of Music,
Savannah College of Art and Design, Maryland Institute College of Art, School of Art Institute of Chicago, University of Arts
London, and Goldsmiths University of London. As further proof of our excellence, we have just received today an offer
from The Julliard School, the world's top-rated school for music and performing arts in New York City.
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